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SUBJECT: BELIZEAN PLANS TO ENPORCE PISHING LAWS 

1. SUMMARY. ACTING PREMIER HUNTER HAS INDICATED TO US THAT BECAUSE 
OP REPEATED INCURSIONS INTO BELIZEAN WATERS BY GUATEMALAN AND 
HONDURAN PISHING BOATS, HE HAS DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE PERSONALLY IN 
AN ENPORCEMENT OPERATION BY BELIZEAN PATROL BOATS BEGINNING APRIL 17 
WHICH HUNTER SAID WOULD RESULT IN SEIZURE OP ANY POREIGN FISHING 
VESSELS POUND IN BELIZEAN WATERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACTING PREMIER, A. A. HUNTER MINISTER OP TRADE AND INDUSTRY TOLD 
ECON/COMMERCIAL OPPICER EASTER SUNDAY THAT BELIZEAN FISHERMEN HAVE 
BEEN COMPLAINING BITTERLY LATELY ABOUT ALLEGED POACHING BY HONDURAN 
AND ESPECIALLY GUATEMALAN PISHING BOATS IN BELIZEAN WATERS. BELIZEAN 
COMPLAINT IS THAT: 

A. ACCORDING TO LAW HERE, FISHING IN TERRITORIAL WATERS IS RE- 
SERVED TO NATIONALS. BELIZEAN FISHING INTERESTS ARE PRESSING GOB TO 
ENPORCE THIS LAW. 
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B. BELIZEAN EISHERMEN ARE IN FIRST TWO WEEKS OE ANNUAL THREE- 
MONTH OFE-SEASON, BUT HONDURAN AND GUATEMALAN POACHERS HAVE CONTINUED 
TO OPERATE. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO THESE COMPLAINTS, HUNTER INTENDS TO BOARD THE 
GOVERNOR'S YACHT, THE "PATRICIA," ON APRIL 17 AND PROCEED TO 
PLACENCIA AND PUNTA GORDA. ALTER CONEERRING WITH EISHING CO-OPERA- 
TIVES THERE HE WILL ORDER BELIZEAN PATROL BOATS TO SEIZE ANY EOREIGN 
EISHING BOATS ENCOUNTERED AND BRING THEM IN TO BELIZE CITY. EVEN 

IE NT SEIZURES ARE MADE, HUNTER SAID HE WAS DETERMINED TO INTENSIFY 
GOB PATROL OF WATERS ALONG THE BELIZEAN REELS. 

4. COMMENT: HUNTER GAVE THE IMPRESSION HE HOPED TO BAG A NUMBER OF 
BOATS AND MADE EXAMPLES OE THEM. HE SEEMED PARTICULARLY KERN ON 
CAPTURING GUATEMALANS. AS A GOOD PUP MAN AND THE HUSBAND OE A 
COSTA RICAN, HE HAS SCANT TOLERANCE EOR HIS WESTERN NEIGHBORS. 
EURTHERMORE, HAVING LITTLE HOPE OE ANY NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OE THE 
BELIZE QUESTION IN THE NEXT LOUR YEARS, HE SEES NO REASON TO CON- 
TINUE POLICY OP IGNORING GUATEMALAN INCURSIONS. SEVERAL OP THESE 
HAVE BEEN WITNESSED BY CONGEN OPPICERS, AND WE HAVE HEARD REPORTS 
PROM RELIABLE SOURCES THAT INTRUDERS HAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY ACTIVE ON 
THE OUTER REEFS, TURNEFFE, LIGHTHOUSE AND GLOVERS. EISHERMEN 
CONSTITUTE ABOUT 5,000 VOTES IN THIS ELECTION YEAR, SO HUNTER PEELS 

HE IS OBLIGED TO RESPOND TO THEIR COMPLAINT, REGARDLESS OP EPFECT 
IT MAY HAVE ON BELIZE/GUATEMALA DISPUTE. GAWP 
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